
Dear Rector and Vestry Wardens:  

Since October 2004, the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania has enjoyed a supportive and 

enlightening companionship with the Diocese of Sao Paulo. As a result, many in our diocese 

who have made the effort to participate in this companionship have grown in their knowledge of 

the Church Universal and most especially of the Anglican Church in Brazil.  

In October 2010, the resolution passed by our convention in 2004 to establish this 

companionship will expire.   

Bishop Baxter and your diocesan Partners in Mission Commission wishes to survey all parishes 

in our diocese to determine whether you desire to continue this companionship. Some of our 

parishes have only recently begun to feel the fruits of this companionship. Is it premature to end 

it? Some wish to enter a companionship with a diocese in another region of the world in order to 

bridge gaps in knowledge and understanding that have become apparent since 2003. Is it better 

for us to initiate a companionship with a diocese there? Some have the energy and vision to 

continue in companionship with the Diocese of Sao Paulo AND enter a concurrent 

companionship with a new diocese, thereby expanding our spirituality even more. 

Companionship is NOT mission. Companionship is a symbiotic relationship, where both partners 

grow in friendship with one another and support one another by exchanging creative ideas and 

sharing knowledge gained from experience. On the other hand, gifting can be an important part 

of companionship. Twenty of our parishes enjoy parochial companionships with parishes in Sao 

Paulo, and visits, photos and gifts flow back and forth on the parochial, as well as on the 

diocesan, level. 

Please take a few minutes as we move into 2010 to complete the enclosed survey. One option for 

sending in the completed questionnaire is to save the survey, also attached to this email, 

complete it and return as an email attachment to me at djmyers1@comcast.net. The questionnaire 

also will be available on the diocesan website at www.diocesecpa.org, which you can again save, 

complete and email back. Please return your survey by March 8, 2010. 

Thank you. And best wishes for a happy and blessed year.  

Very truly yours,                                                                                                                                    

David                                                                         
David J. Myers, Chairman                                                                                                                   

Partners in Mission Commission                                                                                                      

Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania  

 





 






